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FROM A I R P O R T TO ACCOUNTING FIRM

Jonnie Marsh had a strong drive to
become an accountant. It carried her
through eight years of night school and a
series of jobs until last year, when she
became a full-time member of our Los
Angeles staff.
While a student at the Los Angeles
campus of California State University,
Jonnie interned with our office. "1 had a
number of interviews," she said. "But I
really liked the people from H&S, and
that's what made me want to be a part of
this Firm. Following the internship I was
lucky enough to get a part-time job in the
Tax Department until the end of school."
Since December 1974 Jonnie has been
with the office's small business services
group.
Before joining H&.S Jonnie worked for

the post office and the Federal Aviation
Administration at the Santa Monica
Airport—where she was an air traffic
controller. "I got that job when I was with
the post office, about 1969," she
explained. "The FAA trained me, and 1
worked at the airport for three years
while going to school. My duties
consisted of controlling traffic in the air
and on the ground, reporting on traffic
and weather conditions and coordinating
information. It was an exciting and
challenging job. But I knew what I
wanted to do with my life—and that was
to become an accountant."
Jonnie's interest in the profession
extends beyond the office, too. While at
the university she founded the student
chapter of the National Association of

Black Accountants and served as its first
president. When she came to the H&.S
office she joined the LA chapter of the
organization, where she was recently
elected to a one-year term as secretary.
The National Association of Black
Accountants serves many of the same
functions as the state societies, such as
holding technical seminars and
disseminating information. It is also
designed to meet the specific needs of the
black accountant, to bring together
minority groups and those interested in
helping them, and to increase
opportunities for minorities in the
accounting profession. The organization
offers its services to minority businesses
that can't afford an accounting firm, and
Jonnie is hoping to play a more active
role in this work.
Jonnie's drive to become an accountant
now pushes her to become an even
better one. "1 find my work in the small
business group stimulating, The range of
services we offer is great, and since many
of the businesses seem to have problems
unique to their operations, there is
always a new challenge," This summer
she began taking courses toward a
graduate degree at her alma mater, and
she is thinking ahead to the CPA
examination. Given her past successes,
the future looks bright for Jonnie Marsh,
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FOSTER P A R E N T S M E E T ' D A U G H T E R '

"Life's most exciting experiences come to
us in so many varied ways; some are
serendipitous, others the result of years
of hoping and planning. We have just
experienced one of our family's happiest
times and wanted to share it. This letter
is really a thank-you note to Haskins &
Sells, the catalyst of our adventure.
That's the way Sally Robinson, wife of
DH&S partner Spencer Robinson. Jr.,
wrote to H&S Reports last winter about
a visit to their foster daughter in the
Philippines. The Robinsons, now in their
second year of international assignment
in Tokyo, became foster parents nine
years ago white they were living it;
Jacksonville, Florida. The Foster Parents
Plan, in existence since 1937, gives aid to
the "adopted" children overseas in the
form of monthly cash grants, household
supplies, clothing and special services
such as medical care.
The Robinsons' foster daughter,
Rebecca, the youngest of a fatherless
family of six children, lives in Manila.
When the Robinsons first received word
of her from the social worker in charge
of the case they were told: "Your help
ensures Becky's schooling and brightens
the lives of the entire family. Not the
least of your gifts is your affectionate
interest in Rebecca. She is a child who
needs a special friend very much indeed."

Nine years have passed since that time.
Last January the Robinsons were able
to visit Manila to see in person at long
last—their foster daughter and her
family.
Sally writes of that experience: "Can
you imagine how thrilled we ail were?
Not only did we meet Becky, her mother
and a social worker at our hotel, but we
all went to her home and met the rest of
the family, innumerable relatives and
many of the neighbors. What an enthusiastic, cordial welcome we were given!
The neighborhood was impoverished,
but the warm show of feeling was
abundant. Our three sons aged nine,
seven and four—responded right away to
the many overtures of friendship. Soon
they were shown the chickens and
fighting cocks tied up in front of the

house, and were eating delicious traditional homemade Philippine Christmas
sweets and looking at the scrapbook kept
by Becky's mother which contains
photographs of them as babies. When
Spencer and I complimented one of the
aunts on her beautiful crochet work, she
immediately took my measurements
and in two days had made me a lovely
blouse. They had saved all our letters
over the years, just as we have all of
theirs, but now we were finally able to
talk instead of write. Although the
language of the Philippines is Tagalog,
English is very widely used, and we all
managed to communicate with little effort.
"During our four-day stay Becky and
her family took us to two of Manila's
most beautiful churches. Seeing these
landmarks through their eyes greatly
enhanced our appreciation of their
significance to the Philippine people.
"Today Becky is sixteen years old and
has one more year of high school. We are
grateful to have had this time in our lives,
writing to her and at last meeting her.
Never did we think we would actually
have the chance to see our 'daughter' in
person. All our experiences in Japan
have been a wonderful education for us,
but this visit to the Philippines will
surely be one of the highlights of our
international assignment.'
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